
be used for the purposes for
which they are collected
and, over the years, the
funds collected in those
accounts helped pay for
infrastructure
improvements.

Neiss said the only
account containing a
balance is Open Space.
However, he said the town
was investigating the
acquisition of a parcel of
land that would exhaust the
Open Space fund within the
next year.

He told council the
legislature significantly
amended the laws
empowering local
communities to collect
development fees and
restricts the purpose for
which the fees are collected.

As a result, cities and
towns were required to stop
assessing fees not in
compliance with the new
law on or before Jan. 1,
2012.

homeowners since taxes are
always based on valuation.

It wasn’t that long ago
that Rio Verde Foothills
residents were annexed into
the Cave Creek Unified
School District, which vastly
increased property taxes.

Looking at a 150-acre
parcel within the boundaries
of the proposed fire district,
property taxes have
skyrocketed from $7,651 in
2003 to $23,861 in 2011,
most of which can be
attributed to annexation
into the school district,
despite the fact vacant
parcels do not send children
to school.

That same parcel, which
had a Full Cash Value of
$2,950,000 in 2011 and an
assessed valuation of
$472,000 (vacant land is
assessed at 16 percent),
would have an estimated
increase of $7,552 (based on
$1.61 per $100 valuation) in
tax liability to pay for the fire
district, despite the fact the
property contains no
structures and has no people
to call for emergency
medical services.

In fact, the property
owners live out of state.

Another long-time Rio
Verde property owner said it
made far more sense to him
to form a water district
before forming a fire district.

That’s another special
taxing district that been tried
and failed in the area more

than once. 
RMFD’s flyer

campaigning against the
GVFD in Sahuarita
highlighted what it said were
the “Top 10 false statements
made by GVFD,” including:

“Property taxes will go
down if you sign with
GVFD.”

RMFD claimed “the real
truth” was: “Your property
taxes will increase! If
annexed, you will have to
pay on average $200-$400
or more depending on your
home’s assessed valuation.”

“You have a voice with a
government elected board.”

RMFD claimed “the real
truth” was: “This board can
raise your property taxes for
fire service as much as 8
percent a year without any
vote.”

Last but not least, RMFD
said, “Make sure you know
the truth. If you feel you’ve
been misled and want to
withdraw your signature,
please call …”

RMFD’s tactics in
Sahuarita may have
backfired.

Dan Shearer, editor of
The Sahuarita Sun, in an
August 16, 2011 editorial,
wrote, “It looks like the 35
percent of northern
Sahuarita residents who
don’t get Rural/Metro Fire
coverage are going to have
some company. Plenty of it.”

He said comments posted
on their website indicated
frustrated residents simply
would not renew their
subscriptions to RMFD.

Addressing the GVFD
annexation in November

2010, Shearer wrote, “As with
many political campaigns,
truth often is the first
casualty. There’s a lot at
stake, and most people are
quick to believe whatever
they’re told … This issue is
important; research the facts
and ask a lot of questions.”

Sonoran News spoke to
Rebecca Rees, management
analyst, special tax districts,
at the Office of the Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors,
who said she too has
received calls and e-mails
from Rio Verde residents
asking how to withdraw
their names from the
petitions. In fact, she
received one such e-mail
while we were on the phone.

She pointed us to A.R.S.
§19-113, which states:

A. A person who has
signed a petition prescribed
by statute for any candidate
nomination, initiative,
referendum or formation or
modification of a county,
municipality or district may
withdraw the person's
signature from the petition
not later than 5:00 p.m. on
the date the petition
containing the person's
signature is actually filed. A
person who has signed a
recall petition may withdraw
the person's signature from
the petition not later than
5:00 p.m. on the date the
petition containing the
person's signature is actually
submitted for verification
pursuant to section 19-203.

B. To withdraw a petition
signature, a person may do
any of the following:

1. Verify the withdrawal

by signing a simple
statement of intent to
withdraw at the office of the
receiving officer.

2. Mail a signed,
notarized statement of
intent to withdraw to the
receiving officer.

3. Draw a line through
the signature and printed
name on the petition.

C. A signature withdrawn
pursuant to subsection B of
this section and received by
the receiving officer within
the time provided for in
subsection A of this section
shall not be counted in
determining the legal
sufficiency of the petition.

D. A person who
knowingly gives or receives
money or any other thing of
value for signing a statement
of signature withdrawal
pursuant to subsection B of
this section is guilty of a
class 1 misdemeanor.

The withdrawal
statement, referencing the
Rio Verde Foothills County
Island Fire District, may be
made in person or via a
notarized statement mailed
to:

Office of the Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors

301 W. Jefferson, 10th Floor
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Another Rio Verde
resident asked how
signatures were verified since
property owners aren’t
necessarily registered voters.

According to Rees, all the
signatures are verified
against the signed property
deeds at the county
assessor’s office.
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Ferrell Malcolm Anderson, Jr.
Ferrell Malcolm

Anderson, Junior (better
known as Malcolm) was
born Feb. 25, 1969, in
Richardson, Texas. The
family resided in Lucas,
Texas, and then moved to
Dilley, Texas, located
Southwest of San Antonio.
Malcolm attended Dilley
Elementary School and
Faith Christian Academy. 

While in Dilley he was a
Cub and Boy Scout, played
Pee Wee and Little League
Baseball, and was an active
member of the United
Methodist Church Youth.  

In June of 1985, he and
his family moved to Cave
Creek, Arizona. He
attended Cactus Shadows
High School in Cave Creek.
Malcolm lettered in
football, baseball and track
for the Falcons and was
named Athlete of the Year
for 1987. He was also a
member of Student
Council and attended Boys
State. Malcolm attended
Cheley Colorado Camps in
the 1980s, and was
awarded the highest award,
the Gold Key. 

Malcolm graduated
from Cactus Shadows High
School in 1987 and from
Arizona State University
College of Engineering, in
Electrical Engineering
Technology, in 1996.  He
did an internship with
Adflex Flexible Circuit

Company, and then to
present, was a Senior
Engineer for Redflex Traffic
Systems, in Deer Valley. 

He was an active player
in Softball, Sanborn
Elementary School Dad’s
Club, Cub Scout Pack
Assistant Den Leader and
enjoyed going to custom
car shows. 

He is survived by his
wife, Amy Rosenthal, and
his children, Lauren and
Cody, of Candler, Arizona;
his parents, Ferrell and Jean
Anderson, Rio Verde,
Arizona; his brother Chris
and wife Kerri, along with
their children, Hunter,
Madison and Rylee, of
Gilbert, Arizona. 

A celebration of
Malcolm’s life was held at
the McDowell Mountain
Church on Wednesday, Jan.
18, 2012.

Obituary
Frank Joseph Capri

Mr. Frank Joseph Capri
passed away peacefully on
January 2, 2012 at 93 years
young. He was born May 6,
1918 and is survived by his
son and daughter-in-law
Russell F. and Heather
Capri; grandchildren Mary
Rose and Joseph Capri. 

Frank was a WWII
veteran and attained the
rank of Master Sergeant. He
moved to Arizona with his
family in 1949. 

Services will be held on
Friday, January 20 at
Messinger Pinnacle Peak
Mortuary, 8555 E. Pinnacle
Peak Rd., Scottsdale, AZ
85255, 480-502-3378.
Viewing 9:30 a.m.;
memorial service 10:30
a.m. Grave side service to
follow, approximately 12
noon, at St. Francis
Cemetery, 5005 E. Oak St.,
Phoenix, AZ 85008, 602-
267-1329.

Bill Cohn
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The legislation requires
new administrative
procedures and studies to
substantiate the town’s fee
structure.

According to Neiss, the
town’s development fees
were never considered a
significant revenue stream,
were limited in scope and
may only be spent for
specific infrastructure
purposes related to
community growth.

Neiss said the
elimination of the town’s

development fees would not
have a significant financial
impact on the town and,
because the cost to
administer the fees would be
more costly than the revenue
generated, recommended
the fees be sunseted.

Council agreed and voted
unanimously to repeal all of
its development fees. 

Council also voted
unanimously in favor of a
resolution and two

Repeal | Page 3

The holidays
bring joy to
many; however
for families in
crisis, they can
be stressful on
many levels. 

The Foothills
Food Bank and
Resource Center,
which serves
northern
foothills
communities,
stepped up to
help people in
need through its
Adopt-a-Family
program, which
offers holiday gifts, meals
and support for children,
families and seniors. 

According to the food
bank’s executive director,
Pam DiPietro, 205 donors
provided gifts for 220
families and seniors in need
partnering with Cave Creek
Unified School District and
St. Vincent de Paul at Our
Lady of Joy and St. Gabriel

who helped an additional
100 families.

“Hundreds of individuals
helped make the 2011
Adopt-a-Family Program an
amazing success,” says
DiPietro. 

“Many of the families we
helped wrote touching
thank you notes to pass on
to the donors. It was a heart
warming effort that meant

so much to so many.
“All of the wonderful

individuals and organiza-
tions who made this great
program a success deserve
heartfelt recognition from
the communities they serve,”
says DiPietro. 

All in all, hundreds of
people made the 2011 Adopt
a Family program a huge
success.

Foothills Food Bank Adopt-a-Family 
program assists more than 200 families

COURTESY PHOTO



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


